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TEXT OF ADOPTED REGULATIONS 

In the following, underline indicates additional text and strikethrough indicates deleted text. 

California Code of Regulations, Title 15, Division 3, Adult Institutions, Programs and Parole 

Chapter 1. Rules and Regulations of Adult Operations and Programs 

Article 7. Visiting 

3173.2. Searches and Inspections. 

Subsection 3173.2(a) is unchanged and shown for reference. 

(a) Any person coming onto the property of an institution/facility shall be subject to inspection as necessary to 
ensure institution/facility security including prevention of the introduction of contraband.  Inspections may 
include a search of the visitor's person, personal property and vehicle(s) when there is reasonable suspicion to 
believe the visitor is attempting to introduce or remove contraband or unauthorized items or substances into, or 
out of, the institution/facility. 

Subsections 3173.2(b) through 3173.2(c) are unchanged. 

Existing subsection 3173.2(d) is renumbered 3173.2(e). 

New subsection 3173.2(d) is adopted to read: 

(d) Visitor Screening. 
 
(1) Metal Detectors 
At institutions equipped with a functional walk-through metal detector, all visitors shall successfully pass 
through the detector unless a documented medical condition or disability exists that would preclude the visitor 
from passing through the detector. 
 
(A) At institutions or facilities without a functioning walk-through metal detector, a hand-held wand type of 
metal detector may be used. 
 
(B) Areas of the body that have piercings or undergarments with an underwire often alarm metal detectors and 
may delay or even prevent visiting.   
 
(C) Processing may require the removal of shoes, jackets, sweaters, suspenders, belts, piercings, jewelry, or 
other accessories for closer inspection or separate processing. 
 
(2) Subject to subsection 3173.2(a), additional screening will occur when an individual sets off the alarm of the 
metal detector, an individual is selected for additional screening, or an individual has provided documentation 
to substantiate a condition that precludes successful screening by metal detector.  This additional screening may 
include either: 
 
(A) A hand-held wand inspection in conjunction with a clothed body search of the visitor’s body, including the 
torso;  
 
(B) A clothed body search alone; or  
 
(C) An unclothed body search. 
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(3) When additional screening is required, visitors should let staff know of any personal needs or concerns they 
may have due to religious or cultural considerations, disability, or other medical concern. 
 
(4) Additional searches will be conducted by staff of the same gender as the visitor. 
 
(5) Hand-held wand Iinspection:  A hand-held wand inspection helps staff to identify what may have set off the 
alarm on the walk-through metal detector or to confirm an alarm present during the initial screening.  During 
the wanding procedure the visitor shall be asked to stand with feet and legs apart and arms out to the side while 
the staff member passes the wand in close proximity to all areas of the visitor’s body. 
 
(6) Clothed body search:  To ensure security, a clothed body search may be used in conjunction with the  
hand-held wand inspection.  A clothed body search may also be performed as a stand-alone procedure, when 
appropriate, or to resolve alarms set off during an inspection by the metal detector.  A clothed body search may 
include touching sensitive areas of the body. 
 
(7) Unclothed body search:  An unclothed body search is a security procedure that involves visual inspection of 
a person’s body with all of their clothing removed and a thorough inspection of the person’s clothing for the 
purpose of detecting contraband.  This procedure may be conducted with the visitor’s consent when there is a 
reasonable suspicion that the visitor is carrying contraband and when no less intrusive means are available to 
conduct the search. 
 
Existing subsections 3173.2 (d) and (d)(1) are renumbered 3173.2 (e) and (e)(1) and are unchanged. 
(d) (e) Visitors with medically implanted or prosthetic devices: 

(1) Visitors with temporary or permanent medically implanted or prosthetic device(s) who cannot clear the 
metal detection device and/or visitors who require the use of a wheelchair or other assistive devices for mobility 
impairment shall present a letter of verification signed by their physician, physiatrist, prosthetist, or orthotist. 
The letter must confirm the mobility impairment, and/or the nature of the medically implanted or prosthetic 
device and its specific location in/on the body, and the need for any assistive device. 

Subsections 3173.2 (d)(2) and (d)(3) are renumbered 3173.2 (e)(2) and (e)(3) and are amended to read: 

(2) Visitors with a temporary medically implanted or prosthetic device(s) shall be required to renew the 
verification letter, as described in subsection 3173.2 (d)(e)(1), every two years. 
 
(3) Visitors with a permanent medically implanted or prosthetic device(s) shall be required to renew update the 
verification letter, as described in subsection 3173.2 (d)(e)(1), to coincide with any changes to the device(s). 

Existing subsection 3173.2(e) is renumbered 3173.2 (f) and is unchanged. 

(e) (f) Visitors who require the use of a wheelchair shall temporarily transfer to a designated institution/facility 
wheelchair, when available, while visiting staff conduct an inspection of the visitor's wheelchair. Visitors who 
present a letter signed by their physician that confirms the need for using a battery powered or custom designed 
wheelchair shall be exempt from the requirement of transferring from their personal wheelchair. In such cases, 
the visitor shall permit an inspection of the personal wheelchair and allow a hand held metal detection device to 
be used. 

Existing subsection 3173.2(f) is renumbered 3173.2 (g) and is unchanged. 
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(f) (g) Except as provided in subsection (b), if the search of any visitor's person, property or vehicle exceeds that 
which is normally required for all visitors, the visitor shall be informed in writing of the reason for the search 
and the name of the official ordering the search.  Consent shall be obtained from the visitor prior to the search. 

Existing subsection 3173.2(g) is renumbered 3173.2 (h) is unchanged. 

(g) (h) A visitor who refuses to be searched shall be denied visiting for that day. 

Existing subsections 3173.2(h), (h)(1), and (h)(2), and (h)(3) are renumbered (i), (i)(1), (i)(2) respectively 
and are unchanged. 

(h) (i) Any person who brings an unauthorized cell phone or wireless communication device within the secure 
perimeter of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation facility is deemed to have given 
consent to the department to prevent wireless communication using available technology. 
 
(1) The inmate and the visitor who refused to be searched shall be notified in writing as described in  
section 3176(a)(3). 
 
(2) Future visits may be conditioned upon the visitor's willingness to submit to a search prior to each visit for as 
long as institution/facility officials have reasonable suspicion to believe that the visitor will attempt to introduce 
contraband or unauthorized substances into the institution/facility. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 5058, Penal Code. Reference: Sections 4576 and 5054, Penal Code.  

3174.  Standards of Dress for Inmate Visitors. 

Subsections 3174(a) through 3174(b) are unchanged. 

Subsections 3174(b)(1) through 3174(b)(2) are amended to read: 

(b) Prohibited attire consists of: 
 
(1) Clothing that resembles state-issued inmate clothing worn to visiting (blue denim or blue chambray shirts 
and blue denim pants); 
 
(2) Clothing that resembles law enforcement or military-type clothing, including rain gear;, when not 
legitimately worn by an individual on active duty or in an official capacity. 
 
Subsections 3174(b)(3) through 3174(b)(6) are unchanged. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Section 5058, Penal Code. Reference: Section 5054, Penal Code. 
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